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dioceses, even positively prohibited by their bishops from joining
the National-Socialist Party. On the strength of certain declarations
made by Herr Hitler, as Chancellor, in a speech of the 23rd March,
the German Catholic Bishops, in council at Fulda, removed these
bans on the 29th March. Thereafter, negotiations were opened
between the Government of the Reich and the Holy See for the
conclusion of a concordat (there were already concordats between
the Holy See and several of the Lander of the Reich, but there was no
concordat with the Reich as a whole). In these negotiations, a
prominent part was played on the German side by the Vice-Chancellor
of the Reich, Herr von Papen, who was not only a Catholic but was
reputed to be persona non ingrata at the Vatican.
While the negotiations were in progress, several events occurred
which indicated, afresh, that the two would-be contracting parties
were divided on certain matters of great importance. In June, for
example, the German Catholic Bishops, once more in council at
Fulda, issued a pastoral letter deprecating racial discrimination and
demanding liberty to maintain the Catholic organizations for social
welfare. At the same week-end, the lOth-llth June, in which this
pastoral letter was read from the pulpits, a week-end congress of
Catholic journeymen's societies, which was meeting in Munich under
the presidency of Herr von Papen himself, was violently broken up
by the local Nazis because the delegates were wearing a uniform of
their own. A Bavarian priest died from injuries received on this
occasion. On the 6th July, as has been recorded already,1 the Catholic
Centre Party in Germany, which was as old an institution as the
Reich itself, proclaimed its own dissolution. Nevertheless, on the
8th July, a concordat between the Holy See and the Reich was
initialed, in the Vatican, by Herr von Papen and by Cardinal Pacelli.
The terms of this concordat2 were not unlike those of the concordat
with Fascist Italy.3 The Vatican agreed in the German, as in the
Italian, concordat to prohibit ecclesiastics from belonging to political
parties or working on their behalf, besides agreeing that the appoint-
ments of bishops should require confirmation by the civil authorities
and should not take effect before the appointee had taken a prescribed
oath of fidelity to the State. On the other side, the Reich confirmed
the existing concordats with the Lander, guaranteed the property of
the Catholic Church in Germany and the free working of ecclesiastical
1  See p. 148 above.
2  A translation of the text of the concordat was issued by the National
Catholic Women's Council of WasMngton and is reproduced in Documents on
International Affairs, 1933.
3  See the Survey for 1929, pp. 466-8, and Documents for 1929, pp. 227-41.